
SATURDAY DAYTIME 
9:30–11:00 AM 

Windhover Center for the Performing Arts 
weLcoMe: Lisa Hahn (Windhover) & ■

Catherine Bayliss (Bayliss Society) 
dogtown PreServation: Cindy Dunn ■
dogtown and the fiction of ■

Jonathan BayLiSS: John Day 
the nature of dogtown: Chris Leahy ■

11:00 AM–1:00 PM 
Break, then guided waLkS in Dogtown to 
Whale’s Jaw (shuttle bus provided) or 
viSit “dogtown artifactS” starting 
11:30, Sandy Bay Historical Society,* 40 
King St., hosted by Leslie Bartlett. 

1:002:00 PM 
BoX Lunch on the grounds of the 
Windhover campus. During lunch, 
attendees with reservations may indicate 
their preferred choice of the three 
Sunday morning walks, which will begin 
at different times. 

2:004:15 PM 
the archaeoLogy and indigenouS ■

hiStory of dogtown: Mary Ellen 
Lepionka  

Break ■
PLace and tiMeS: a SPatiaL hiStory of ■

dogtown: Mark Carlotto 
4:155:30 PM 

viSit “dogtown artifactS” at Sandy Bay 
Historical Society* at 40 King St. hosted 
by Leslie Bartlett or enJoy free tiMe.

SATURDAY EVENING 
5:457:00 PM 

Buffet dinner under the Windhover tent 
with silent auction of Dogtownrelated 
items. If you don’t already have a ticket, 
speak to Catherine or Sandy in case seats 
(which include tickets to the MacKaye 
staged reading) are still available.  

7:309:00 PM 
dogtown By Percy Mackaye: Staged 
reading (see separate program handout) 
presented by Windhover and directed by 
Peter Littlefield.  

SUNDAY MORNING 
Conference attendees who have 
registered for the Sunday morning 
Dogtown walks will receive details on 
Saturday and make their walk choices at 
lunchtime. See Catherine or Sandy to 
find out if empty slots are available. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
2:003:00 PM 

Cape Ann Museum, 27 Pleasant St., down‐
town Gloucester  

the art & Literature of dogtown, free 
for conference attendees. Presenters 
include Trenton Carls, Leon Doucette, 
Greg Gibson, Peter Littlefield, Paul 
Lundberg, Heidi Wakeman, and Suellen 
Wedmore. 

Celebrating 
Dogtown 
Common
A Special Place

* Recommended parking is a short walk away at Whistlestop Mall off Railroad Ave., Rockport. 

SEPTEMBER 1011, 2022: ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE JONATHAN BAYLISS SOCIETY

Attention Sunday morning walkers: Please note (lower left) location of the 
O’Maley Middle School, 32 Cherry Street, Gloucester. Those signed up for the 
Sunday walks will park at the school in designated spaces and carpool to the 
Sunday walks trailhead. The full trail map is available at 
http://carlotto.us/capeann/dogtownCommonTrailMap.pdf and was prepared by 
members of the Mayor’s Dogtown Advisory Committee. 

O’Maley 
Middle 
School



THANKS FOR CELEBRATING DOGTOWN 

This weekend of Dogtownrelated events is 
the result of partnerships between the Jonathan 
Bayliss Society and several Cape Ann nonprofit 
organizations collaborating in celebrating this 
special place: Cape Ann Museum (Sunday 
afternoon’s program), Gloucester Writers 
Center (Friday evening), Sandy Bay Historical 
Society (Saturday afternoon), Sawyer Free 
Library (Dogtown bibliography on the JBS 
website), and Windhover Center for the 
Performing Arts (Saturday evening’s reading).  

Lisa Hahn generously donated the 
opportunity for conference attendees to spend 
Saturday at the beautiful campus of Windhover 
Center for the Performing Arts and enjoy the 
staged reading of the Percy MacKaye Dogtown 
poem (presented by Windhover and directed by 
Peter Littlefield). We are grateful to all the 
volunteers making the evening an exciting 
celebration of Dogtown Common’s history. 

We are indebted to Saturday’s speakers 
Mark Carlotto,  John Day, Cindy Dunn, Chris 
Leahy, and Mary Ellen Lepionka for painting a 
multidimensional portrait of Dogtown.  

The walks in Dogtown would not be possible 
without the assistance and advice of Stephen 
Bowditch, Mark Carlotto, John Day, Rosalie 
Hughes, Monica Lawton, Chris Leahy, and Phil 
Schwarz. 

Videotaping of Saturday’s morning talks is 
made possible by a grant from the Gloucester 
Cultural Council, a local agency which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency. Videotaping of Saturday’s afternoon 
talks is a donation by 1623 Studios with support 
from Gloucester400+. 

We thank the donors to Saturday evening’s silent 
auction, especially artists Geoffrey Bayliss and 
Coco Berkman for their dog prints. 

The conference was planned  by a committee 
consisting of Catherine Bayliss, Sandy 
Bowditch, John Day, Liz Sibley Fletcher, Lisa 
Hahn, Susan Oleksiw, and Peter Littlefield.  

A final thanks to everyone else who decided 
to spend part of the September 1011 weekend 
learning about and/or celebrating Dogtown. 

The Jonathan Bayliss Society is a 501c3 
literary organization dedicated to the 
works and life of Gloucester writer 
Jonathan Bayliss (19262009). Visit 
jonathanbayliss.org for more 
information. New members welcome!

Mark Carlotto, an aerospace engineer 
with almost 40 years of experience in satel
lite imaging and applications, has a Ph.D. in 
Electrical Engineering from CarnegieMellon 
University and has published scores of tech
nical articles and books. Soon after moving to 
Gloucester he devoted hundreds of hours to 
exploring the woods of Cape Ann and was 
the first to use GPS technology to map the 
trails, cellar holes, stone walls, and other 
Dogtown features. Mark has written three 
books and published several papers of local 
interest, including The Dogtown Guide, The 
Island Woods, and The Cellars Speak. He has 
written two papers related to the study of 
possible astronomical alignments at 
Gloucester’s Poles Hill. He was a cofounder 
of the Friends of Dogtown and a past chair of 
the Dogtown Advisory Committee.  

John Day is a retired English professor and 
college administrator, with degrees from Holy 
Cross and Harvard. First encountering the 
works of Jonathan Bayliss during retirement, 
John is new to them, but not to Gloucester or 
Dogtown. His spouse spent part of her child
hood here as well as college summer breaks, 
and he visited often. They married here, and 
their son was born here, before John’s career 
in higher education took them to Minnesota, 
Virginia, and Ohio. In retirement, they re
turned “home.” His family genealogy, Glouces
ter archives, and other sources revealed his 
Dogtown connections: most Days on Ameri
can soil trace their forebears back to Anthony 
Day, who in 1688 was granted land that in
cludes the site of Babson’s cellar hole #20, 
now chiefly associated with “Grannie” Day, 
the wife of one of  Anthony Day’s grandsons.   

Cindy Dunn is chair of the City of 
Gloucester’s Dogtown Preservation Commis
sion. The DPC’s members are to advise the 
city on a comprehensive plan for ongoing 
preservation, restoration, management, edu
cation, and stewardship of Dogtown. Prior to 
serving on the DPC, Cindy spent four years 
on the Dogtown Advisory Committee. She is 
executive director of the Danvers, Middleton, 
and Rowley Housing Authorities and former 
Gloucester Assistant General Counsel. She 
has a bachelor’s degree from the University 

of Alaska, Southeast, and a J.D. from 
Vermont Law School. Cindy has over 20 years 
of nonprofit volunteer and work experience 
including Cape Ann Animal Aid, the Lobster 
Conservancy, Salem Sound, Cape Ann Trail 
Stewards, and HAWC. She is a Coast Guard 
veteran. An avid hiker, she spends many of 
her free hours in Dogtown walking her dogs. 

Chris Leahy is retired from a career as a 
conservationist with the Mass. Audubon Soci
ety. While his interests in natural history are 
comprehensive, he is a recognized authority 
on birds and insects. Some of his books are 
The Birdwatcher’s Companion, The First Guide 
to Insects, An Introduction to Massachusetts 
Insects, The Nature of Mass a chusetts, and 
Birdpedia. He has edited a series of books on 
the flora and fauna of New England and is a 
principal author of State of the Birds: Doc‐
umenting Changes in Massachusetts Birdlife. 
Chris has designed and led natural history 
tours to countries on all the continents and is 
especially fascinated with the world’s remain
ing wilderness areas and biodiversity hot 
spots. He is a member of the City of 
Gloucester’s Dogtown Preservation Commis
sion. He grew up in Marblehead and has lived 
in Gloucester with his family since the 1970s. 

Mary Ellen Lepionka is an independent 
scholar researching the history of Cape Ann 
from the last Ice Age to around 1700 for a 
book on the subject. Mary Ellen’s interest in 
local indigenous history and culture was 
sparked by Samuel de Champlain’s 1606 map 
of Le Beauport (Gloucester) showing a wig
wam on her street. Mary Ellen is a retired 
college instructor, textbook developer, author, 
and publisher with a master’s degree in 
anthropology from Boston University and 
postgraduate work at the University of Brit
ish Columbia. She taught anthropology and 
world history at Boston University, Vancouver 
City College, Northeastern University, North 
Shore Community College, and Salem State 
College. Articles by Mary Ellen appear in the 
Bulletin of the Massachusetts Archaeological 
Society, Journal of the New England Antiqui‐
ties Research Association, and Northeast 
Anthropology, and the local history blogs 
Enduring Gloucester and Historic Ipswich.

SATURDAY’S SPEAKERS


